
 
 
April 9, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
 
Today is Maundy Thursday or “Holy Thursday.”  Maundy Thursday is the name given to this day, 
commemorating the “Last Supper” He shared with the disciples.  I’m sure that when we hear the phrase 
“the last supper,” the image of Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting comes to mind.  The painting is probably 
one of the most famous artworks in the 
world, painted between 1495 and 1498.  It 
depicts the dramatic scene described in 
several closely connected moments in the 
Gospels, including Matthew 26:21–28, in 
which Jesus declares that one of the Apostles 
will betray him and later institutes the 
Eucharist (which we also call “Communion”). 
 
The word Maundy is derived from the Latin 
word for “command.” The “Maundy” in 
“Maundy Thursday” refers to the command Jesus gave to the disciples at the Last Supper, that they 
should love and serve one another.  
 
We are living in a difficult time.  Even seeing the painting of the Last Supper, brings to mind “social 
distancing” issues.  How can we as a church “commune,” when we cannot gather together?  How can we 
“be” the church when we cannot congregate?   
 
Coming together is one distinct expression of being the church, but it is not the only way we are the 
church.  We are also the church when we love and serve one another.  Prayer is a critical way we can do 
both (serve & love).  As our Lenten journey brings us closer to Good Friday – I encourage all of us to 
“push pause,” in our schedules and pray.  Lift each other up, ask for guidance, strength, peace and 
comfort for not just friends and family but for neighbors, strangers, health professionals and leadership 
both in the church and for our government.   
 
Praying to God is a distinct expression of who we are as pilgrims sharing a journey!   
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Eric  
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Matthew 26:17-30 
 

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?” 
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of 
Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 
Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. 28 This is my blood of the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24083b

